
To Dr. Hans-Peter Friedrich, Federal Minister of the Interior

and Mr. Reinhold Gall, Interior minister of Baden-Württemberg

A group of 72 Afghan refugees from Hungary are residing in a reception centre in 
Karlsruhe, Germany, since June 12, 2013. The group consists of singles as well as 
several families with small children. 

All refugees have undergone a first admission process, and all were granted the right 
to stay in Hungary. In Hungary, the right of residence is not all that matters, as 
establishing a decent life for refugees in respectable conditions is extremely difficult. 
Unwilling to face homelessness, the refugees decided to flee to Germany together.

Also UNHCR has condemned the inadequate living conditions of refugees in 
Hungary, and the German NGO PRO ASYL appealed on March 2012 to the Federal 
Minister of the Interior to stop deportations to Hungary in order not to violate human 
rights.

The group of Afghan refugees sought asylum in Karlsruhe.

More and more courts in Germany have ruled against deportation to Hungary – also 
on the grounds of unacceptable living conditions. Nevertheless, we must assume that 
the individual, legal way will only result in few single cases in a sustainable residence 
status for those affected.

No one from the group, neither singles nor families with children, should be 
knowingly exposed to inhumane living conditions. We therefore call upon all relevant 
bodies, in particular the Federal Government and the Baden-Württemberg State 
government to provide a humanitarian solution for this group.

We, the supporters, solicit the voice of all individuals, groups and organizations that 
can help, and demand:

• Refugees should not be deported to Hungary 
• Deportations to Afghanistan must cease 
• The right to stay for all members of the group must be respected 

This group is exemplary for tens of thousands of refugees who do not find a human 
life even if they reach Europe. In Hungary, refugees and asylum seekers are subject 
to widespread racism from the legal and institutional level to physical assaults by the 
extreme right.

Finding housing and employment after their time in a “pre-integration camp” in 
Bicske, Hungary, is nearly impossible and no support is provided for integration. The 
time these 72 refugees spent in the camp in Bicske reached the maximum in March 
2013, and as they refused to leave to become homeless, all financial, medical and 
social support was denied to them. The refugees organized several protests in 
Hungary, against the Office of Immigration and Nationality as well as the Ministry of 
the Interior.

Quoting the refugees’ statement to UNHCR upon leaving for Germany: “We saw no 
other option than to stay together and seek a solution elsewhere. We have found that 
the European asylum system is not working; there is no equal treatment and equal 
conditions for asylum seekers and refugees in Europe. We will not accept this 
system, we must do this for our children.”

Karlsruhe, July 19, 2013 (the online-petition will be open to sign until October 18, 
2013)


